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AN EFFORT TO BE AGREEABLE
By Todd Boss

In the public library I'm
sitting as usual beneath
the giant finned papier-
mache sculptures of maple
seeds when a little boy not
two years old bumbles in
and joys out: “Fish!” and
dances to point at them
while his mother, in his
wake, apparently (maybe
because of me) chagrined
by his outburst, seems to
worry whether her duty

is to correct him or just

let him give to helicopters
whatever names he will. In
an effort to be agreeable, I
say “Absolutely. Fish.” and
smile and nod at them, but
then I realize, as she swings
him up and away in one
urgent motion, that I'm
the mad foreigner, and I
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remember the world

has as many languages as
a forest has pages

or the ocean

wings.
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THE BROWN BOY, THE WHITE MAN, AND THE SNOW
By Ronaldo V. Wilson

The brown boy, looking out into the snow, did not think of
his own depression. He only thought of the white man’s as he
washed away the leftover layers of rice that had soaked in the
water and oil from the evening’s Garlic Chicken and Pad Thai.
As he finished his dishes, the brown boy’s interpretation of the
white man’s sadness in winter was fueled by his focus on the
bluebird that bounced on the snow outside his window, flitting
around for food on the covered trash cans.

Instead of thinking something like, What a beautiful bird, the
brown boy remembered what the white man said once, about
birds just before he was about to eat a handful of newly fallen
snow: Birds shit on that—youw’d better not eat it.

Some of what he said was to spare the brown boy, but most
of it was his hate for the way the snow froze the air and sucked
the life out of the crisp limbs that fought to hold their shape in
winter. It was the weight of the grey light around the electrical
cylinders against the opaque sky. It was the eternal snow, itself,
its fat mutations, chunks that sat, latched to everything.
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IMPATIENT No one wanted you
By Sally Van Doren to prove your metaphors.
I want it to come But you did, with leather skin
right away, like it and eyes like spikes you left us,
did last night, when
I didn’t know what a gallop into your myth
I'needed, when I that set like Jello each night.
thought I was sick,
when I was fed up with This is for teaching us how
how much time it took to chug hot air with no flinch.

for salt to turn to water.
This is for distortion made sweet.
I will not name it
here, but if you part
your lips, I will relieve
you of your share
of our burden.
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HISTORY OF THE MEDITERRANEAN
By Brian Culhane

Not as Braudel did it, the hegemonies

Of trade and the grand sweep. Nor yet

As those three-walled frescoes studded
With the sweat of innumerable angels.
I'mean the gravity of feeling

Whose small wave without acclaim scatters
Redolent sand. Or a cheap hotel lobby:
Widow and widower talking beside a pillar
Of no particular importance

But that their marvelous lives lend.
Luxury bereft of years’ weight, no
Chiseled imprimatur, marble freed

From the centurion’s implacable shadow.

So, the day’s gauntlet thrown, stand
On this Tuscan hill and watch as noon
Ripples the flax of distant homes.

In ahistorical sunlight we murmur,
Repeating the ever-to-be-repeated.
Pull your dress off and find the wind.
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EASY
By Khadijah Queen

Answer your own questions.

Think of how he encompasses you,
The small moon he has made

Of your mind. To say nothing of

The body, attenuated
Fastenings that started it all,

The temptation to tease, to flank,
Feign capture.
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